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Mr. Federal Chancellor,

Your Excellency, Bishop,

Distinguished Members of the Jury of the International Prize of the Peace of Westphalia,
Excellencies,

Magnificences,

Ladies and Gentlemen,

Dear Brothers and Sisters,

It is a joy and an honour to speak today at this ceremony in Miinster.

The Peace of Westphalia of 1648 stands among the great moments in European history. After
three decades of devastating war and of people’s immeasurable suffering, leaders found the
courage to abandon violence and embark upon the arduous yet promising path of dialogue.
They came to understand that peace is not born from one side defeating the other, but from
recognizing one another despite differences and assuming shared responsibility for the future.

This is why the Peace of Westphalia remains relevant today. The peace negotiations in
Miinster and Osnabriick continue to teach us that it is not ideological rigidity but political
realism, mutual respect, and the willingness to seek reconciliation that open the way toward a
new and lasting order of peace. Reconciliation does not mean forgetting the past. It means
acknowledging truth and reality, refusing to deny guilt and suffering, and nevertheless finding
the courage to build a common future. Peace flourishes where people learn to live together not
despite their differences, but through them. The name of Miinster has therefore become, far
beyond the borders of Germany, a symbol of peace.

Following the catastrophes of the twentieth century, the founders of European integration
rediscovered this very insight. They understood that Europe would not be held together
primarily by economic interests or political expediency or military force, but by recognizing
former enemies once again as fellow human beings, neighbours and partners. Thus, the logic
of confrontation gradually gave way to a culture of cooperation which is still developing, not
without difficulties.

When receiving the Charlemagne Prize, Pope Francis asked what kind of Europe we wish to
hand on to future generations. He called for "a new and courageous step forward," reminding
us that true greatness is always born of solidarity, openness, and service to the common good
(6 May 2016)..

Before the European Parliament in Strasbourg, Pope Francis expressed the conviction “that a
Europe which is capable of appreciating its religious roots and of grasping their fruitfulness
and potential, will be all the more immune to the many forms of extremism spreading in the
world today” (25 November 2014). Without its spiritual roots, Europe risks losing its creative



vitality; discarding its memory, it also loses its future. Europe therefore needs more than
economic strength and political stability. Europe needs moral direction. Europe needs its soul.

With remarkable clarity, Pope Leo XIV reminds us that the European project was born from
the determined resolve to overcome centuries of division. For this reason, he repeats the
memorable conviction of his predecessor: "Unity is greater than conflict," and peace can
never be separated from justice. Wherever people are excluded, wherever poverty deepens,
wherever war tears families apart, when people are forced to flee their homes, peace remains
incomplete.

So, as a sign of great hope, the Youth Prize is awarded to the movement SocioMovens —
Giving Europe a Soul.

In this spirit, civil society, especially its youth, promotes reconciliation, solidarity, and social
cohesion in everyday life.

Here we encounter once again the enduring legacy of the Peace of Westphalia. Peace grows
within human hearts through education, encounter, listening, dialogue, and mutual trust.

Europe's peace is being formed when young people take responsibility for one another, listen
to the poor, commit themselves to justice, overcome prejudice and build bridges between
communities and peoples.

This is the distinctive mission of SocioMovens — Giving Europe a Soul.

Its very name expresses its purpose: the human person becomes fully human only in
relationship with others and in service to those in need. The movement understands Europe as
economic, yes, and political, yes, and as a community of founded upon human dignity,
solidarity, shared responsibility, and care for our common home..

Since it began in 2012, SocioMovens has been bringing young people from across Europe
together. It promotes dialogue among the Church, academia, politics, business, and civil
society. t introduces a new generation to Catholic Social Teaching, “a legacy of wisdom,
where we find principles for thought, criteria for discernment and judgment, and concrete
guidelines for action. Founded on Sacred Scripture and Tradition, and in engagement with the
sciences, it helps us clearly interpret the challenges of the present and identify appropriate
ways for living out a clear Christian witness, with joy and in service to the world. It is ... a
living corpus of truth that safeguards and interprets humanity’s vocation to a full and just life”
(Magnifica Humanitas, 3)..

SocioMovens unites Christian faith with concrete action, spiritual formation with social
engagement. It shows how responsibility necessarily flows from Europe’s soul and keeps it
vital.

SocioMovens teaches its young members to read the signs of the times, helps to form their
consciences, awakens vocations to serve the common good, and invites young people to
embrace responsibility as an expression of authentic Christian freedom. To encounter the poor
and the vulnerable, to welcome the excluded and the displaced, to accompany those who
suffer distress and injustice, belong to the Church's mission, that is, the mission of each and
every Christian.



It shows young people that Christian hope never means escaping the world, but always
includes the mission of making the world more just, more humane, and more fraternal.

For our vocation,” teaches Pope Leo, “is not to be passive spectators of social and cultural
fractures, nor mere commentators on what is crumbling, but men and women prepared to
enter the construction sites of history — research laboratories, technology companies,
schools, the media, institutions and local communities — in order to rebuild what has
collapsed and protect what is threatened. [We] are called to unite listening and courage,
prayer and responsibility, so that, even when a technocratic mentality or partisan interests
seem to prevail, the human city may become a more fitting place to live” (Magnifica
Humanitas, 241) As Socio Movens helps Europe to become a more fitting place to live, so
may Europe help the whole world to become a more fitting place to live.

Distinguished guests and dear brothers and sisters, I warmly congratulate SocioMovens —
Giving Europe a Soul upon receiving the International Prize of the Peace of Westphalia.



