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It is a great honor and pleasure for us to welcome you, Your Majesties, and you, dear 
young people of the "Action Reconciliation Service for Peace", here with us in 
Münster for the award ceremony of the International Peace of Westphalia Prize. 

I would also like to extend a warm welcome to all the guests in and in front of the 
Historic Town Hall in Münster, as well as to the viewers of Westdeutscher Rundfunk 
and in Jordan who are following this award ceremony from their television sets. 

It was here and in Osnabrück in 1648 that the representatives of the powers that had 
been fighting each other bitterly for decades finalized a treaty. In doing so, they 
brought an end to a cruel bloodshed and laid the foundations of our international law 
and modern diplomacy. We have them to thank for comprehensible and resilient 
borders in Europe, a viable coexistence of state and church - and much more. 

This was preceded by a five-year - today we would say - marathon of negotiations 
between all warring parties, while the fighting continued unabated around them. 

The willingness of all parties involved at the time to enter into talks despite such 
external conditions, their staying power and the willingness to compromise on all 
sides - this provided the basis for a process that still shapes Europe today. The 
settlement of the conflict was the result of the negotiations, not their prerequisite. 

The aim of the International Peace of Westphalia Prize, which was first awarded by 
the Wirtschaftliche Gesellschaft Westfalen und Lippe WWL in 1998, the 350th 
anniversary of the peace treaty, is to keep the memory of this alive. This year it is 
being awarded for the tenth time, in two categories: 

• One prize relates to the outstanding lifetime achievement of personalities or 
organizations for peace and international understanding. Recent recipients of 
this award include the crew of the International Space Station (ISS), former 
German Chancellor Helmut Schmidt, conductor Daniel Barenboim, former UN 
Secretary-General Kofi Annan and Carla Del Ponte, Chairwoman of the 
International Court of Justice in The Hague. 



 
 

• The other prize, the Youth Prize, recognizes outstanding efforts by young 
people and young adults to promote peaceful coexistence between people of 
different origins and cultures, reconciliation, openness to the world and 
tolerance. In this spirit, we honored, for example, the youth work of the War 
Graves Commission, the young musicians of the West Eastern Divan 
Orchestra or the Lebanon project of the Young Maltesers.  

The international community is currently looking to the Middle East with great 
concern. 

The so-called Arab Spring, i.e. the attempts to oust long-standing dictators and 
autocrats, has not brought freedom and democracy, but civil war and chaos. This is 
particularly true of Syria, fired by indiscriminately murdering fanatical holy warriors 
and coolly tactical neighbors who intervene in the fighting in one way or another, 
openly or covertly, right up to direct military confrontation between Russia and NATO 
member Turkey. The attacks in Paris and Brussels make it all too clear how the 
violence in the Middle East is now spreading far beyond this crisis region. Many 
millions of refugees are either waiting in camps or making their way to Europe, often 
at the risk or even loss of their lives. 

Parallels to the Thirty Years' War become obvious when looking at current 
developments and at the same time from a historical perspective: 

Then, as now, there was a revolt against incumbent rulers; then, as now, neighboring 
powers used an initially national uprising to fight for supremacy in the region and - as 
a third level - religious conflicts were added. Instead of Catholics and Protestants, 
Sunnis and Shiites are fighting each other. The historical role of France, Austria and 
Sweden at this time could be projected onto Saudi Arabia and Iran. 

And finally, the cruelty of the fighting, which resulted in terrible suffering, especially 
for the civilian population, is another parallel of horror to the Thirty Years' War. Today 
we are only very close to it through the media - we experience parts of it live on 
screen. 

Almost exactly 400 years ago, the fusion of local, regional and religious conflicts 
triggered a chain reaction, at the end of which more than 40 percent of Germany's 
inhabitants were no longer alive. Today, historians warn of the "Thirty Years' War of 
the Islamic world". 

Precisely because there are so many similarities between the situation in Germany 
after 1618 and the situation in the Middle East today, there can be no more worthy 
laureate today than you, Your Majesty. 

During a crisis-ridden region, you, with your personal authority, your government and 
above all your people, stand for stability, tolerance and an unparalleled commitment 
to combating the misery of refugees like no one else in the region. As the head of 
one of the oldest dynasties in the world, you also embody the image of a liberal and 
cosmopolitan Islam and, together with the Queen, are committed to peace and 
education in a variety of ways. "A just and lasting peace is one of the strongest 
weapons against extremism", as you put it in your book "The Last Chance - My Fight 
for Peace in the Middle East". 



 
 

We look forward, Your Majesty, to the more detailed appreciation of your commitment 
to peace and international understanding by Federal President Joachim Gauck. 

Another tool in the fight against extremism and fanaticism is tolerance, curiosity and - 
for us in Germany - confronting the dark side of our history, the crimes of National 
Socialism. The young activists of "Aktion Sühnezeichen Friedensdienste", which we 
are also honoring today, do this in an exemplary manner. Mr. Thomas Oppermann, 
the chairman of the parliamentary group of the German Social Democratic Party in 
the German Bundestag, will later explain in more detail what exactly our youth award 
winners are doing and achieving in this regard. 

We are also looking forward to that. 

Of course, the peace treaty of October 24, 1648 cannot provide us with the blueprint 
for settling the wars in the Middle East. However, the memory of the achievement of 
the 148 envoys here in Westphalia, in the heart of Germany and Europe, may 
encourage us that even and especially brutal wars can ultimately only be ended with 
diplomacy, perseverance and a willingness to compromise. 

Thank you very much! 

 

 

 

 

 

 


