
 

 
 
PRESS RELEASE  
 
THE SPOKEN WORD APPLIES. 

This text and further press information as well as printable images can be found at: 
www.friedenspreis-presse.de 

International Prize of Peace of Westphalia 2016  

Welcome by Markus Lewe 

Lord Mayor of the City of Münster 

 

I am delighted and equally honored to welcome you all on this special day in the 
historic town hall of the City of Peace Münster for the award ceremony of the 10th 
Westphalian Peace Prize 2016. 

This award ceremony is a very special event for our city. 

It is an extraordinary honor for us as a city that you, Your Majesty King Abdullah II ibn 
Al Hussein, have come all this way to receive the Westphalian Peace Prize in person. 
A warm welcome to the city of Münster! 

I am also very pleased to welcome the other prizewinners, the committed young 
people and representatives of Aktion Sühnezeichen Friedensdienste e.V., Sally 
Eshun, Eva Kell and David Szustkowski, as deputies here in the Town Hall today, to 
welcome you here today. I would also like to extend a warm welcome to you! It is 
also a special honor 

• the Federal President Joachim Gauck as laudator, 
• the President of the State Parliament of North Rhine-Westphalia, Ms. Carina 

Gödecke, 
• Mr. Thomas Oppermann, Member of the Bundestag, also as laudator, 
• the Chairman of the Economic Society for Westphalia and Lippe, Dr. Zinkann, 
• We are delighted to welcome many high-ranking representatives from politics, 

business, culture and society  

here today in the Rathausfestsaal - your presence makes the City of Münster a very 
proud host. On behalf of all the people of Münster, I would like to extend a warm 
welcome to you.  

Ladies and gentlemen, the German philosopher Immanuel Kant once said: "Peace is 
the masterpiece of reason."  

Such a human act of reason took place in the city of Münster in 1648. 



Almost exactly 368 years ago, after 30 years of warfare with millions of victims and 
appalling suffering, the Peace of Westphalia was concluded in the Peace Hall of this 
town hall. This was the first time that a military conflict was ended through negotiation 
with the conclusion of international treaties and not through the victory or surrender of 
the respective party.This international law was created at the time because the states 
involved recognized each other as equals and were not hierarchically 
subordinate.Such negotiation methods also created new instruments of peace, which 
placed the order of Europe on a new footing. 

The "Westphalian system" that emerged from these peace negotiations is based on 
the principles of legality, sovereignty and territoriality and remains a cornerstone of 
our coexistence under international law to this day. 

Ladies and gentlemen, historical events do not repeat themselves. However, they 
should serve as models for better understanding historical processes and learning 
from them. And they can provide an illustration of the approach and principles that 
can be used to resolve conflicts and wars around the world. 

Peace is a process that each of us must become aware of every day anew, so that it 
becomes firmly anchored in our minds and hearts for all time. 

This is the motto written in the Peace Hall of this town hall: "Pax Optima rerum", 
which translates as: "Peace is the greatest good for humanity!" This sentence is 
timeless, because it is just as valid today as it was in 1648. The longing for peace 
has existed since the beginning of mankind. 

This successful basic idea must continue to be promoted in the future and used as a 
solution for asymmetrical conflicts. We must understand this form of diplomatic 
peacebuilding with all its facets as a learning process and as encouragement that 
peace and order can be restored in the affected regions, especially in the Arab world, 
where war and terror are still prevalent today. 

Today's presentation of the Peace Prize sends a clear signal to this endeavor. 

This year's Peace Prize winners, Your Majesty King Abdullah II ibn Al Hussein and 
Aktion Sühnezeichen Friedensdienste e.V. are ambassadors for the preservation and 
spread of this peace. 

Dear guests, please join me in looking forward to the festivities in this wonderfully 
festive and dignified setting! 

Welcome to the City of Peace Münster! 

 

 

 

 


