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Background information

Action Reconciliation Service for Peace

Miinster/Westphalia, 5 October 2016 : Aktion Sihnezeichen Friedensdienste (ASF)
is a German organization of the peace movement. It was founded in 1958 at the
synod of the Protestant Church in Germany with the significant involvement of Lothar
Kreyssig. The ASF is particularly well known for its international volunteer programme
and the organization of work camps in Western and Eastern Europe.

The ASF offers young men and women long-term, twelve to 15-month international
peace services. The young volunteers accompany older people (for example in
Jewish institutions and organizations for Shoah survivors) and support socially
disadvantaged people (such as refugees and homeless people) as well as people
with mental or physical disabilities. They are also involved in anti-racist initiatives or
historical and political education projects.

There are currently around 180 volunteers working in Belgium, Germany, France, the
UK, Israel, the Netherlands, Norway, Poland, Russia, the Czech Republic, Ukraine,
the USA and Belarus. The vast maijority of volunteers come from Germany. Most of
the participants are between 18 and 30 years old.

The second important service offered by the ASF is the organization of work camps.
The aim is to encourage young Germans in particular to come to terms with National
Socialism and its consequences through dialog and direct encounters with people
from a wide range of backgrounds.

Three international meeting places are closely linked to Aktion Stihnezeichen
Friedensdienste: Events are held regularly at the International Youth Meeting Center
in Oswiecim/Auschwitz (Poland), Beit Ben Yehuda - House Pax (Israel) and Foyer le
Pont (France). Individual and group travelers receive accommodation and
educational offers there.

For the organization, dealing with National Socialism and its crimes is an obligation
for concrete action in the present. In this way, the ASF aims to raise awareness of the
consequences of history today and counter current forms of anti-Semitism, racism
and the exclusion of minorities.

Well-known former ASF volunteers include SPD politician Thomas Oppermann and
columnist Harald Martenstein. The organization has been awarded the Buber-
Rosenzweig Medal (1993), the Marion Samuel Prize (2001) and the Hans Ehrenberg
Prize (2006), among others.



