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International Prize of Peace of Westphalia: Ceremony on October 8th 

"Münster residents can look forward to a royal weekend" 

 

Münster/Westphalia, October 5, 2016 - The tenth award ceremony of the 

International Prize of Peace of Westphalia will attract high-ranking visitors to Münster 

on Saturday (October 8). "People can look forward to a truly royal weekend," said the 

Chairman of the Economic Society for Westphalia and Lippe (WWL), Dr Reinhard 

Zinkann, who today provided advance information about the ceremony and the 

supporting program. This year's winners are Jordan's King Abdullah II ibn Al Hussein 

and the young people of Aktion Sühnezeichen Friedensdienste. The laudators for the 

award winners are Federal President Joachim Gauck and the Chairman of the SPD 

parliamentary group in the Bundestag, Thomas Oppermann. 

"The fact that both the Jordanian royal couple and the Federal President are 

attending the tenth presentation of our prize is a special honor for us," said Zinkann. 

However, it is also important to the WWL Chairman that the people of Münster can 

once again take part in the celebrations. 

"One of the first highlights will be when the Federal President drives up to the town 

hall at around 10 a.m. on Saturday," Zinkann explained. Together with Lord Mayor 

Markus Lewe, Joachim Gauck will then welcome the Jordanian King. 

King Abdullah and Queen Rania will arrive in the Westphalian metropolis on Friday 

evening to attend the traditional "Prizewinners' Dinner" with the Peace Prize Board of 

Trustees. 

"Before the ceremony on Saturday, there will be an official meeting between the two 

heads of state in the town hall," Zinkann continued. Before the award ceremony 

begins at 11 a.m., Joachim Gauck and King Abdullah will retire for an approximately 

half-hour conversation. 

WWL expects a number of guests of honor 

According to Dr. Reinhard Zinkann, the Economic Society for Westphalia and Lippe is 

expecting a large number of guests of honor to attend the ceremony in Münster. 

Among others, the President of the German Red Cross, Rudolf Seiters, the Bishop of 

Münster, Felix Genn, and the Jordanian Foreign Minister, Nasser Judeh, have 

confirmed their attendance. 

"Public Viewing" on the Stubengasse 

As with previous award ceremonies, the live broadcast on WDR television can be 

viewed from 11 a.m. on the Public Viewing" in the Stubengasse in Münster's city 



 
 

 

center. Young people from Aktion Sühnezeichen Friedensdienste will also be present 

there to give the people of Münster a closer look at the organization's commitment. 

Award winners present themselves on the Prinzipalmarkt 

Immediately after the award ceremony, the new recipients of the Peace Prize will 

greet the people on the Prinzipalmarkt - a tradition by now. At around 12.45 pm, the 

honorees and laudators will appear on the Sentenzbogen of the Stadtweinhaus. 

Following previous award ceremonies, thousands of Münster residents have given a 

warm welcome to award winners such as Kofi Annan and Helmut Schmidt. 

Members of the West-Eastern Divan Orchestra perform 

This year, the WWL has enlisted two very special artists to provide the musical 

accompaniment to the ceremony: Karim Said (piano) and Michael Barenboim (violin) 

are not only members of the West-Eastern Divan Orchestra, which itself was 

awarded the Prize of Westphalian Peace in 2010, but also the sons of the two 

orchestra founders Edward Said and Daniel Barenboim. The musicians will play a D 

minor sonata by Johannes Brahms at the award ceremony on Saturday. 

Current pictures and reports on the WWL website 

The website of the Economic Society for Westphalia and Lippe not only offers 

detailed information about the WWL and all previous Peace Prize winners. On the 

day of the award ceremony, there will be live reports in text and pictures for all 

interested parties at www.westfaelischer-friedenspreis.de. In addition 

The Peace Prize is also represented on Twitter (twitter.com/westf_friedensp) and on 

Facebook (www.facebook.com/westfaelischerfriedenspreis). 

Note for editorial offices: Printable images and lots of background information can be 

found at www.friedenspreis- presse.de. 

 


